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Key Information 
 

Clergy:  
Vicars:  Rev Cathy & Rev Jonny Blair (off duty Friday) 01932 917736 
Assistant Minister: Rev Caroline Merrick (avail Tue, Thu & Fri) 07419 827739  
Curate: Rev Vlada Rakin contact via Office (off duty Saturday)  
 
Church Warden: David Henderson and Janet Todd (St John’s) 
 
Youth Minister: Sarah Dunn (off duty – Friday & Saturday) 
Licensed Lay Ministers: Tessa & John Badcock  
 
Pastoral Assistants: For enquiries of a pastoral nature email 
vicar@waltonparish.org.uk 
 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Katharine Scott (volunteer) 
safeguarding@waltonparish.org.uk 
Safeguarding Administrator: Julia Gorrie (part time flexi hours) 
safeguardingadmin@waltonparish.org.uk 
 
A full list of Parish Officers can be found on our website. 
 
Information about weddings, funerals and baptisms can also be found on our 
website www.waltonparish.org.uk  
 
Church Office 
Administrator: Sam Harrison 
St Mary's Church Hall,  
Church Street, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 2QS 
 

The office contact hours are –  
Closed Monday.  
Open Tuesday - Friday 10.00 am – 12 noon 
 

Telephone - 01932 224238     Email - office@waltonparish.org.uk 
 
Operations & Communications:  
Sally Eckes (off duty Mon & Fri) 07779 623377 
 

 
St Mary’s Church, Church Street, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 2QS 
St John’s Church, 1 The Furrows, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 3JQ 
  

mailto:office@waltonparish.org.uk
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VICARS’ BLOG: Stars and Next Steps 
 

 

I wonder how many of us could recite our church vision. You may want to ask 
why it is good for a church to have a vision. Well, you don’t have to look far in 
the Bible to find that God is a God on the move and his people are often on the 
move: out of Egypt, to the Promised land, into exile, returning from exile. Jesus 
too spends a lot of time travelling from place to place and St Paul leads the 
mission to share the good news of Jesus throughout the known world. There 
are few examples of vision greater than Genesis 15, when God takes Abraham 
outside and says, “Look up at the sky and count the stars - if indeed you can 
count them: so shall your offspring be.” Although Abraham was childless at the 
time, he believed what God said. What are the stars for us?  
 

Our vision is active, it has a direction and an intention. What sort of church do 
we want to be? We came up with some inspiring answers and hopes for 2021 
(both can be seen over the page). 
 

We want to be a church that is listening to God. God wants us to be a church 
that joins with him in his mission in the world and in particular in Walton-on-
Thames. The thing that needs regular updating is the “what are we doing to get 
there”. The PCC will soon be meeting to consider some goals for the year ahead, 
focussing on aspects of our vision.  
 

Please do pray for them.   
 

We will then take our Church Development Plan to a meeting with the 
Archdeacon in April and the Diocese will offer any help and resources they can 
to support us in moving forward. This is part of the new Parish Needs Process.  
 

February is a good time for refreshing our minds of our church vision. A great 
way to do this is to join us in praying through our 28-day devotional based on 
the Vision called ‘Pause Pray Next steps’. It’s available on the website and we 
do have some of printed booklets that are available in church to pick up. 
February is also a good time to be praying for our church and our leadership as, 
taking some inspiration from Nehemiah, we seek to Build our discipleship and 
worship, build our church community, and build our links with the local 
community.  
 

We thank God for the community of people in this church who are wanting to 
grow in faith and are encouraging one another to do so. Thank you for your part 
in that and thank you all for being part of God’s mission in Walton-on-Thames.  
 

Cathy and Jonny 
  



4 
 

2021 Hopes & Inspiration 

 

Deeper Faith In Christ   

We want to be a church:  

• Who are Jesus centred and prayerful 

• Who love God and encourage one another, both young and old, to grow in faith 
as disciples of Jesus 

• With confident young people 

• With joyful children  

• With flourishing families  

• With supported seniors 

• With accessible worship for everyone 
 

Welcome And Belonging 

We want to be a church:   

• Which is a real loving, caring, supportive, praying community of God’s people 
– like a family 

• Whose giving supports and drives forward an ambitious mission 

• Whose buildings are adapted to serve both our worship and our outreach 
 

Shining God’s Light 

We want to be a church:   

• living out the five marks of mission and excited by God’s mission 

• seeking ways to reach out to our neighbours and schools in our town 

• all involved in serving our community with strong links with local organisations 
helping those in need  

• seeking ways to bless and partner with other churches 

• Who are open to planting new congregations to reach more people in the Parish  

• Who are generously giving to God’s wider mission in the world 
 

  



5 
 

  



6 
 

A Saint For February 
Saint Valentine – Feast day 14th February 
 

There are many stories concerning the origin of Saint Valentine but the 
fact that he did exist was proven when archaeologists unearthed a 
Roman catacomb and an ancient church dedicated to Saint Valentine. 
 

The widely accepted story is that Valentine was a holy priest in Rome 
during the reign of Claudius 11. At that time soldiers were forbidden to 
marry as Claudius believed that unmarried men made better soldiers. 
Valentine married many Christian couples in secret and is said to have 
cut hearts from parchment, giving them to the soldiers and also to other 
Christians who were being persecuted. They were to remind them of 
God’s love and to encourage them to remain faithful Christians (Possibly 
the origin of the use of hearts on Valentine’s Day). 
 

Valentine was arrested and interrogated by Claudius himself. Claudius 
was actually impressed with Valentine – that is until Valentine tried to 
convert him to Christianity! Then Claudius had him arrested.  He ordered 
him to be stoned, beaten and beheaded. While in jail, Valentine had a jailer who was called Asterius. 
Asterius had a daughter who was blind and Valentine befriended her. Legend has it that Valentine 
performed a miracle and cured her blindness. On the evening before he was due to be executed, 
he is said to have sent her a note saying “From your Valentine”. 
 

Valentine was executed on 14th February 269AD. He was buried on the Flaminian Way. In 496 AD 
Pope Gelasius marked February 14th as a celebration in honour of his martyrdom. 
 

Saint Valentine is the patron saint of engaged couples, lovers, and marriages. Also, beekeepers, 
epilepsy, fainting, greetings, plague, travellers, and young people. 
 

The picture is of Saint Valentine on a stained-glass window at the Basilica of St Valentine in Terni, 
Italy. 
 

Sylvia Green 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

World Day of Prayer  
This year the World Day of Prayer Service will be held at Walton Baptist Church 
at 10.30 am on Friday 4th March 2022.  The World Day of Prayer worship service 
has a special annual theme which is developed by women of a different country 
each year. The service this year is by the women of England, Wales, and Northern 
Ireland themed, “I know the plans I have for you”. All are welcome to this 
thoughtful, caring worship. Refreshments will follow the service. Any information, 
please contact Carol Heyden via the office. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

In Memorium  
Please pray for the families and friends of those who have died in times past whose anniversary 
falls at this time: 
 

David Stannard 
Judy Seale 
Judy Turner 
May Rose 

Alison Florence 
Bill Lampkin 
Peter Chessman 
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Masks and Social Distancing  
 

– Whilst face coverings are no longer mandatory in places of worship, we would like to encourage you to 
continue wearing your mask. We will ask that masks be worn whilst singing. Thus, face coverings should be 
worn at all times in our buildings. 
– Communion will continue in ‘one kind’: just the bread/wafer. 
– Caution and consideration should be exercised at all times. 
– In order that we keep all the buildings well ventilated we may have more doors and windows open than 
usual and therefore we would like to encourage you to wrap up warmly if attending a service. 
 

We will continue to review this arrangement as required and thank you for your ongoing cooperation 
and understanding.  

 

 

FEB 
2022 

St Mary’s and St John’s Services Restoration –  
Lessons from Nehemiah 

Online Service can be viewed via YouTube – search Walton Parish 

Thurs 3th Feb 10.30 am Holy Communion St Mary’s   

Sunday 6th 
February 
4 before Lent  

 

9.00 am Service with Communion  
 

St Mary’s Live 
and online 

Godly lifestyle 
Nehemiah 5:1-19 
Luke 6:20-26 10.15 am All Age Service  St Mary’s Hall 

10.30 am Morning Praise  St John’s  

6.30 pm Evening Praise St Mary’s Live  

Thurs 10th 
Feb 

10.30 am Holy Communion St John’s  

Sunday 13th  
February  
3 before Lent 

 

9.00 am Service with Communion 
 

St Mary’s Live 
and online 

Back to the Book  
Nehemiah 8:1-18 
Matthew 7:24-27 10.15 am All Age Service  St Mary’s Hall 

10.30 am Morning Praise with Communion  St John’s  

6.30 pm Evening Praise St Mary’s   

Thurs 17th 
Feb 

10.30 am Holy Communion St Mary’s   

Sunday 20th   
February  
2 before Lent 

 

9.00 am Service with Communion  
 

St Mary’s Live 
and online 

Principles of a 
good confession  
Nehemiah 9:1-16, 
26-28  
Luke 11:1-24 

10.15 am All Age Service  St Mary’s Hall 

10.30 am Morning Praise  St John’s  

6.30 pm Evening Praise  St Mary’s   

Thurs 24th 
Feb  

10.30 am Connections St John’s  

Sunday 27th  
February  
Sun before Lent 

 

9.00 am Service with Communion  St Mary’s Live 
and online 

Covenant 
Commitment  
Nehemiah 9:38; 
10:28-39  
Matthew 26:26-29 

10.15 am All Age Service  St Mary’s Hall 

10.30 am Morning Praise  St John’s  

6.30 pm Evening Praise St Mary’s   

Wed 2nd 
March  
Ash Wednesday  

6.30 pm Holy Communion St Mary’s 
Live 

 

Thurs 3rd 
March 

10.30 am Holy Communion St Mary’s   

Sunday 6th 

March 
Lent 1 

9.00 am Service with Communion  
 

St Mary’s Live 
and online 

Warnings in the 
wilderness 
Deuteronomy  
26:1-11 
Luke 4:1-13 

10.15 am All Age Service  St Mary’s Hall 

10.30 am Morning Praise  St John’s  

6.30 pm Evening Praise St Mary’s Live  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf-CMxhKjbl7FedoHK3nzBw?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf-CMxhKjbl7FedoHK3nzBw/?sub_confirmation=1
http://www.waltonparish.org.uk

