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Key Information  
 

Clergy:  
Vicars:  Rev Cathy & Rev Jonny Blair (off duty Fri) 01932 917736 
Curate: Rev Caroline Merrick (avail Tue, Thu & Fri) 07419827739  
Curate: Rev Alex Oehring (off duty Saturday) 07920 098867 
Curate: Rev Vlada Rakin 
 
 

Church Warden: David Henderson, Ryan Van der Riet (St Maryôs) & 
Janet Todd (St Johnôs) 
 
 

Licensed Lay Ministers: John Muggleton, Tessa & John Badcock  
 
 

Pastoral Assistants: Wendy Fitch, Alan White, Roger Hunt, Linda 
Muggleton, Margaret Valentine, Sue Green and Louise Turner.  
 

For enquiries of a pastoral nature, please contact via the Vicars. 
 
A full list of Parish Officers and organisations is on our website. 
 

Information about Weddings and Baptisms can also be found on our 
website www.waltonparish.org.uk  
 
 

Parish Office 
St Mary's Church Hall,  
Church Street, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 2QS 
 

You can contact the office by telephone or email however it will remain closed to 
visitors for now in order that we keep everybody safe and well. The office contact 
hours are now - Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday - 1.00 - 4.30 pm 

 
 

Administrator: Becky Warner  
Telephone - 01932 224238     Email - office@waltonparish.org.uk 
 

 
Communications Manager & Strategic Co-Ordinator:  
Sally Eckes (day off Mon & Fri) 07779 623377 
 
 

St Maryôs Church, Church Street, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 2QS 
St Johnôs Church, 1 The Furrows, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 3JQ 
 

mailto:office@waltonparish.org.uk
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VICARSõ BLOG: Everyday faith ð 

bananas are not the only fruit   
 

So, 2020 has gone, and that may be a relief. It has brought disappointment, grief 
and challenges we havenôt known before. But we can also hold onto some treasures such as times 
with family, enjoying simple things like nature around us, valuing our neighbours and our town more 
than before. And we hope we have all experienced Godôs care, acceptance, hope and love I fresh 
ways. He has not left us but is right here with us in all the turbulence of life.  
 

And what of 2021? we are still fighting this pandemic, but there is the promise of a vaccine. Our 
hope is in the risen Lord Jesus Christ whose promises for us are even more sure and we know that 
whatever 2021 throws at us, he will be there in it with us. We have many blessings. So where should 
our focus be? What does a new year mean for us? 

 

Our invitation for this year is to invest in our faith, what we might call 
Everyday Faith. The Church of England has produced some resources 
to help all of us to live out the unique calling God has placed on our 
lives. Our invitation in January is to a course called Fruitfulness on the 
Frontline.  
 

Peter says: Because you have these blessings, do all you can to add to your life these things: to 
your faith add goodness; to your goodness add knowledge; to your knowledge add self-control; to 
your self-control add patience; to your patience add devotion to God; to your devotion add kindness 
toward your brothers and sisters in Christ, and to this kindness add love.  If all these things are in 
you and growing, you will never fail to be useful to God. You will produce the kind of fruit that should 
come from your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 1:5-8 
 

And Jesus says: ñI am the vine and you are the branches. You did not choose me. I chose you. 
And I gave you this work: to go and produce fruitðfruit that will last.ò John 15:5, 16 
 

Mark Greene, of the London Institute of Contemporary Christianity (LICC), serves up a liberating 
view of how God can and does work in and through us in our daily lives. This is quite a life-changing 
concept. We are not just marking time, even in Covid times, we are here for God every day. And 
God respects our differences, itôs not one size fits all, we are different fruit, we are not all bananas! 
We hope you enjoy óFruitfulness on the Frontlineô in sermons and Life groups in January and 
February, and please sign up for the evening sessions by Zoom (more information below).  
 

Our faith needs feeding and exercising just like our bodies. Reading the Bible and praying 
everyday has never been easier with apps such as the Bible in the year or Lectio365 apps. Youôll 
find links to them and more on the website ï www.waltonparish.org.uk/prayer-resources 
 

May we wish you a blessed fruitful new year! 
 

Jonny and Cathy 
 

óFruitfulness on the Frontlineô  
 

This is a follow-up to óLife on the Frontlineô a course that we 
followed back in 2018, but knowledge of the previous course is 
not necessary. It will be offered in sermons, existing Life 
Groups and new óopen to allô evening sessions on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays on Zoom. Everyone is encouraged to join. 
 

Starts Tuesday 12th January - Sign up on the website. 
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Story from Fruitfulness on the Frontline 
 

By óFrontlineô Mark means a place or a time where we meet fairly regularly with people who donôt 
know Jesus. Where you are now truly matters to God. We all have an everyday context thatôs 
significant to God, full of people who matter to God. But can we see how God might have been 
working in and through us on our frontlines? And can we imagine what more God might want to do 
there? Brimming with real-life stories, biblical insight, and practical steps, we hope the course will 
spark your imagination and enrich your sense of wonder at the greatness and grace of the God who 
invites us to join his glorious work. Join us on either a Tuesday or Wednesday evening throughout 
January & February as we explore six expressions of fruitfulness: the six óMôs. 
 

Peter ï a rubbish calling? 
 

After living for twenty five years in the same place, Peter retired and moved to a town where he 
didnôt know anyone. He didnôt have an obvious ñfrontlineò, though there were a lot of things Peter 
could do, including preaching and teaching and counselling. He prayed and asked God, óWhat do 
you want me to do?ô It is a brave prayer. And a humble one. You might not get the answer you like. 
 

For Peter, the Lord brought Jeremiah 29:7 to mind: Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to 
which I have carried you into exile. And Peter wondered, how can I bless the town God has brought 
me to? So he prayed again and the Lord told him to pick up litter.  
 

It reminded him of Jesus washing his disciplesô feet in the upper room - cleaning off the dirt. So he 
went to the council and asked for a litter-picking claw, and they gave him one on permanent loan 
And so it came to pass that on the days when Peter went on his two-mile walk to, through and from 
the nature reserve close to his home, heôd pray and praise God for his world and pick up the litter 
that marred it and put it in a plastic bag. And heôd smile at people he passed on the path and say 
hello. 
 

Pretty soon people started to say hello back, and little conversations began. And the months passed, 
and people would ask, óWhy do you do it?ô óBecause God loves the world he has made.ô Or they 
would enquire óAre you being paid?ô He wasnôt of course. And one person said, óThatôs a thankless 
job. Youôll get to heaven for that.ô So Peter replied that he hoped to get to heaven not because he 
picked up litter, but because he knows Jesus who gave his life for him.  
 

So, as he walks, Peter the litter-picker picks up litter. And drivers he doesnôt know toot their horns 
and wave in respect and one day a driver even stops to say óThank you.ô 
 

Well, I wonder what strikes you about that story? In what way has Peter been fruitful on his frontline? 
 

M1 - Peter has modelled godly character, 
displaying kindness an no doubt some self-control 
and patience as he picks up litter that is the result 
of other peopleôs lack of self-control and patience 
and selflessness.  
M2 - He has made good work, cleaning up the park.  
M3 ï He has taken the initiative to minister to 
strangers with grace and love.  
M4 ï He has moulded the culture of the walking 
community in the nature reserve, it is a friendlier 
place.  
M5 ï He has been a mouthpiece for truth about 
Godôs concern for creatin and for the right ways of 
stewarding it.  
M6 ï he has been a messenger of the gospel, telling others about why he does what he does, about 
his own relationship with Jesus, and inviting people to find out more in a church context.  
 

And all Peter was doing was picking up litter. There are lots of ways to be fruitful for God.  
Mark Greene óFruitfulness on the Frontlineô page 40 
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Windows, Nativities, Christingles, E ncounters and Carolsé 

Christmas 2020!  
A huge thank you to the team who worked incredibly hard planning and creating Encounter Christmas, with 
little notice and many uncertainties not least the threat of tier 4 it all came together brilliantly. How wonderful 
it was to be able to share the good news of Christmas as we welcomed over 200 people through the doors 
of St Maryôs. You can watch the whole thing on our YouTube including readings, music and reflections. 
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