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Key Information

Clergy:

Vicars: Rev Cathy & Rev Jonny Blair (off duty Friday) 01932 917736
Assistant Minister: Rev Caroline Merrick (avail Tue, Thu & Fri) 07419 827739
Curate: Rev Vlada Rakin contact via Office (off duty Saturday)

Church Warden: David Henderson, Ryan Van der afiamdt
Todd (St Johnds)

Youth Minister: Sarah Dunn (off duty i Friday & Saturday)
Licensed Lay Ministers: Tessa & John Badcock

Pastoral Assistants: For enquiries of a pastoral nature, please contact
Wendy Fitch via the Office or email vicar@waltonparish.org.uk

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Katharine Scott (volunteer)
safeguarding@waltonparish.org.uk

Safeguarding Administrator: Julia Gorrie (part time flexi hours)
safeguardingadmin@waltonparish.org.uk

A full list of Parish Officers can be found on our website.

Information about weddings, funerals and baptisms can also be found on our
website www.waltonparish.org.uk

Church Office
St Mary's Church Hall,
Church Street, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 2QS

The office contact hours are i
Wednesday & Thursday 10.00 am i 12 noon

Telephone - 01932 224238 Email - office@waltonparish.org.uk

Operations & Communications:
Sally Eckes (off duty Mon & Fri) 07779 623377
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VI CARSO BLOG:
The joyof being back together, but dowe Dbelong?

The vicars have recently taken up a new hobby. It is called Padel tennis or Padel for
short. It is related to tennis and squash which we have played before, but there is still

lots to learn. So far, we have joined a club and played once, with each other. We
haven6ét met anyone el,slthoudhmwe can & bloak a colrtuabd vy e
pl ay whenever we want to, iIitedaesaeadwercecar
any people. At some point we might want to input into the community of the club i to

help us feel more like we belong.

In our church we are rejoicing in not only being able to worship together, but also to

have coffee and chatt i me at St Johnodés and .®amsewiceMar
and the 10.15 am All Age. We want to get to know one another and put some effort

into the community we are part of which is our church. We are also part of the wider
family of God, anditisright t hat we feel we want to pu
in our local area and the wider world. It is what belonging is all about.

Get Involved Sunday is when we celebrate everything, we all do to help and to give
to our community of faith i the church. This year it will be on Sunday 215 November.
You can read more about it over the page.

We also commend to you the opportunity to take part in the consultation regarding
the pews in the South aisl e atryou$anfillMathg 6 s
central pages of the newsletter, pull out and return or alternatively complete the
consultation online.

We are praying that we might come out of the Covid-19 season with a real sense of
belonging, stronger as a church and more committed to one another and to our Lord.

May God bless you all,
Jonny and Cathy




It is the time of year we always have our Get Involved Sunday. This is our annual
opportunity to reassess the giving of our time, talents, and money to God through his
church. And for those who have joined in
giving and serving as an integral part of our worship to God.

It has been good to listen to three sermons during October from Bible passages
concerning money to remind us of the importance of living for God and giving to God.
However, this year we have all received letters from the Giving Project which have

very helpfully made us aware of the financial needs of the church as well as the
alternative methods by which we can give. If you have recently returned a pledge
form, then just take Get I nvolved as a ¢
turn your pledge into action.

It is for this reason that the focus of Get involved this year will be on serving i helping
with things for the church. Why do we serve? One answer is that we want things to

happen in and through our achwsr ohH. oluet /g :
faith in Godo requires people to preach,
discipleship. We also need people to do the AV so we can continue to live stream
services. A We | ¢ o sdarringthedpantdeenic wenrgally mgsed meeting

together for worship and for chatting.

Now we need people to help with refreshments - set up and set down and help serve
and welcome at Connect i onHaving redided during ghe Go
pandemic, just what a blessing we can be individually and together to our neighbours,

new opportunities are opening up to work more closely with some projects who are
helping people in need, through the Foodbank and other contacts. It would be great

to have people step forward to help with Walton CAN (Walton Community Action
Network T our church network for social action) in our community and especially the
Tuesday morning Play and Chat Toddler group.

The second answer is that God has given us all gifts which he wants us to share with
one another. For example, we are blessed in our worship by those who have musical
gifts, we are blessed by those who do the gardening. What shape are you? and do
you know what gifts God has given you?

If you would like to know more about your gifts, come to the Servant Course on
Wednesdays 10" and 17" November on Zoom. Y o u 6 | rorefinformdtion on the
website. Deadline for signing up is Friday 5" November. So many people have
discovered what they really love doing through this course. It is helpful in their work
and in the church.

Thank you for all you do for the Lord through this church.




Servant Course 8 November 10 " and 17 ™

We 6 | | be running the Ser \dajourn&ofdiscowry,arg a i
opportunity to explore something about the way God has made you i we look at what
interests you, how God has gifted you, how you prefer to work, your personality and
your passions i It will help you to identify how best you can serve God and yourself
in tune with the way God made you in order that you be fulfilled and effective in all
areas of your life. We will again hold the course on Zoom. To find out more contact
cathy@waltonparish.org.uk or sally@waltonparish.org.uk You can sign up HERE.
éééééééccecececececeececeeeeeeeeéeeéeeeececcece.
Advent Q uiet Day

Would you like some space to think and pray in preparation for Christmas? On
Saturday 27" November - 9.30 am - 3.30 pm we will be heading to The Quiet House
in Chertsey. The day will provide the opportunity for some stillness and reflection as
we think on the season of Advent and prepare for the busy run up to Christmas.
Booking will be open from Monday 8" November via the website or contact the office.

ééeeceecééceceecééceceecééceceececééeececééceeccte.

Baptism -
This month we will welcome the friends and family of Holly, Henry, &&=
Eva, Wiliam,andHarrywh o wi I I al |l be

28" November.
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éeeéeecéecéecéecéecéecéecéecéeccée.,

Ashley school 0 Prospective Parent Meetings

There will be a meeting for prospective Ashley School parents whose children would
start next year; September 2022. The meeting will be on Zoom at 8.00 pm on Monday
15t November. There will then be a second meeting for parents considering asking the
Church to sign an Ashley School SIF for their child to start in either Sept 2023 or Sept
2024 this meeting will be held on Monday 29" November at 8.00 pm also on Zoom.
Being on Zoom should mean both parents are able to attend without the need for a
babysitter.

There will be a second meeting which is for parents who are thinking about applying
for their child to go to Ashley School in September 2023 or 2024. This meeting will
also take place on Zoom and is on Monday 29" November at 8.00 pm.

For further details and to sign up please visit www.waltonparish.org.uk/calendar

Céecéééeéeéeéceéecéecbecbeceecbecececec.
In Memorium

Please pray for the families and friends of those who have died in times past whose
anniversary falls at this time:

Leonard Grimshaw Ernest Darley
Albert Turner Godfrey Seale
Eileen Warne Hazel Woods

Malcolm Jackson


https://waltonparish.churchsuite.co.uk/events/5sijyxa5
http://www.waltonparish.org.uk/calendar

Consultation on South Aisle Pews

The PCC wishes to consult all our congregations for your views on the advantages

and disadvantages of permanently removing the pews in the South Aisle (the side on
the right as you walk into St Maryods) wi:
five congregations across two sites, with different worshipping styles. All views are
welcome.

Last year in 2020, churches were under severe restrictions due to Covid-19. Our usual
ways of celebrating Christmas in large numbers were not possible. Christingle
services were only available online and all services were socially distanced with
restricted numbers of people. A Covid-safe alternative was created to the Carol
service and Nativity services with a walk-through reflective worship experience of
Christmas for adults and children which was called Encounter Christmas.

To create more space for this remarkable display, the pews in the South Aisle were
removed on a temporary basis. The Church of England legal process for this was
followed and a temporary faculty was obtained from the Diocese of Guildford. Chairs
were borrowed from Holy Trinity Claygate, so that we could still sit in the south aisle
for services involving social distancing during December. Although this incurred no
financial cost, many volunteer hours and effort were involved. As promised, the pews
were replaced after the display was completed. (Although the process of putting them
back was delayed by several weeks due to Covid restrictions.) The process of
obtaining a temporary faculty includes the option of converting a temporary faculty to
a permanent one within a 15-month timescale.

During the time the pews were out, several observations were made:

T AWe could have coffee after the service
T Alt 1 s nice t hwheelchaies cgn hase easl accessdodhe whole of
the south aisle without being embarrassed having to come all the way down the
mi ddl e of the churcho
T AaiWhen we meet for Morning prayer there
T Alt I s a surpri ssepatcoe nmaen d bluitg hit |tihkaet thhae
T AiThe chairs are much more comfortabl eo
T Al magi ne what we could do with the whol

For these reasons, the PCC is running a Consultation from Thursday 28" October to
Wednesday 17" November about the pews in the South Aisle. We encourage
everyone to participate whatever your views. This may be done online HERE
alternatively you can pick up a paper copy from church.

Thank you.


https://forms.gle/GQW53VsG9GEotJbz9

Pleasefillin ,pullout and return these cen



Name (optional)

Which service do you mainly attend at present?

9.00am St N 10.15amAllAge |[10.30am St 7.30 pm Zoom
Which age bracket are you in?
12-18 19-34 35-49 50-64 65-79 80+
Questions

Please read the statements and tick which best describes how you feel

- strongly agree - agree - disagree - strongly disagree

Thank you for participating in this consultation.

1 Respect for the church as a historic building is extremely important

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

2 1think it is possible to respect the historic value of the church without the pews

in the South aisle

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

3 I think itd snportant that the church building is flexible to suit our current needs

for worship today including young people and children

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree




4 | would be happy for the space in the South aisle to be used for reflective prayer

and creative worship such as Thy Kingdom Come and Encounter Christmas

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

5 | would be happy for the South aisle to be used for refreshments after services

to give the church family space to get to know each other better

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

6 | like the idea that our church building could be used as a living space during

the week for activities for the church or local community such as art or eco-

church displays, Life groups etc.

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

7 | think the church would feel more welcoming if we had comfortable chairs in

the South aisle.

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

8 Itis really important to me that disabled people can access the building and do

not feel embarrassed or excluded because of the layout of our church furniture

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

9 Itis important to me that children are able to join in worship in church fully

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

10 What reasons would you give for keeping the pews in the South aisle?




11 What suggestions do you have for use of the flexible space that would result

from removing the pews in the South aisle?

12 Would you like the PCC to plan a discussion about the suitability of the pews

in the rest of the church?

Yes No

13 Anything else you would like to say?

Thank You!




R@ﬁﬂ]@m[@@mm@ wn{t[m @[m[k@n[m :
. Sunday 7th Novémber 6.30 pm
St Mary's Church

There is no need to reserve a space to attend however if you would like the names of
your loved ones read out in the service, please contact the office with their names so
that we can ensure they are added to the list. Please do this by Thursday 4™
November.

office@waltonparish.org.uk - 01932 224 238

////////////////////////////////
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EVENI
PRAISE

We will welcome Evening
joint service with the Yout
earlier time of at 6.30p
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If you'd like to help with the Poppy Appeal,
or with marshalling the parade, please get
in touch via WoTTA.co.uk

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2021
Sunday November 14th

A joint churches service at
Walton War Memorial

10:15 Road closure begins.
Rochills offer refreshments
as we gather

10:40 Ceremony and Service at
Walton War Memorial

11:00 Two Minute Silence

11:15 Parade begins

11:30 Free refreshments at
St Mary’s Church

THE O B

LEGION

More info: WoTTA.co.uk
@PRWOTTA

Kindly sponsored by: @Clsl‘cgﬁ:tve ocHitLs

12



Abseil and Heritage Day

What a fabulous day we had, the crowds gathered, the sun was shining, there was no
shortage of delicious cake and tea, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves!
Wede still collecting sponsorshipmoney ( you know who you are
yet!) and at the last count we had raised almost £4,000 of our £5,000 target. A huge
thank you to all the volunteers who manned the church, baked cakes, and made sure
everyone was secure in their harnesses, events like these are not possible without
them. A big well done to Sue Walton our most senior abseiler at 75 years young!
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