Key Information
Clergy:
Vicars: Rev Cathy & Rev Jonny Blair (off duty Friday) 01932 917 736
Assistant Minister: Rev Caroline Merrick (avail Tue, Thu & Fri) 07419 827 739
Curate: Rev Vlada Rakin contact via Office (off duty Saturday)
Church Warden: David Henderson, Janet Todd (St John’s) and Scott Hay
Youth Minister: Sarah Dunn (off duty – Friday & Saturday)
Pastoral Assistants: For enquiries of a pastoral nature email
vicar@waltonparish.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Katharine Scott (volunteer)
safeguarding@waltonparish.org.uk
Safeguarding Administrator: Julia Gorrie (part time flexi hours)
safeguardingadmin@waltonparish.org.uk
Treasurer: Alastair Duke - treasurer@waltonparish.org.uk
Assistant Treasurer: Julia Gorrie - assistant-treasurer@waltonparish.org.uk
A full list of Parish Officers can be found on our website.
Information about weddings, funerals and baptisms can also be found on our
website www.waltonparish.org.uk

Church Office
Administrator: Sam Harrison
St Mary's Church Hall,
Church Street, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 2QS
The office contact hours are –
Closed Monday.
Open Tuesday - Friday 10.00 am – 12 noon

Telephone - 01932 224238

Email - office@waltonparish.org.uk

St Mary’s Church, Church Street, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 2QS
St John’s Church, 1 The Furrows, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 3JQ
2

VICARS’ BLOG: Fun and Games
Miraculous Signs
Have you ever thought it must have been quite fun to be with Jesus? As
we near the conclusion of the sermon series on miraculous signs of Jesus
in John’s gospel, I wonder what impressions of Jesus you are left with.
Would it be the identity thing – who really is this man? Jesus says and does
things that nobody else can do. Jesus has fun and games with the religious
leaders. It’s surprising the way Jesus is not afraid to take on the erroneous
religious expectations of the time. Or would it be the way Jesus constantly
embodies God’s care and love for every person including those who are
pushed out or on the edges of society? To read the gospels is to be
challenged by the person of Jesus and there is that wonderful draw of this
man who is God, who calls us and loves us, and offers us joy, whether we
deserve it or not. Maybe we may feel more open now to see miracles in our
lives.
Fun and Games
It was great as a nation to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The
picnics at St John’s and St Mary’s moved indoors due to weather, but good
food and chat were still enjoyed! As the school term draws to a close, we
are praying for the Year 6 children in our parish who will be leaving their
primary schools and preparing to start secondary school. Cathy and Sarah
Dunn have been visiting three schools and giving the children a helpful
book called “It’s your Move”. Sarah also invited the children to come to the
Youth group in September and to a taster at the annual Youth barbecue
and water fight in July. We also look forward to supporting and praying for
the Holiday club in August, which will be at St Mary’s Hall.

St John’s Kitchen Refurbishment
There will be fun and games at St John’s during July and August in the
form of building work! We have a grant to extend and convert the kitchen
into a proper commercial kitchen, so we can serve large numbers of meals
to people in our community and to upgrade two toilets. We hope that doing
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the work in the summer holidays, will minimise the
disruption to our hall hirers and our own groups.
Church services will be held jointly with St Mary’s at
9.00 and 10.15 am at St Mary’s from Sunday 17th
July. Please see services sheet for all the details. This
is an exciting project, and it would be good to pray that
all goes smoothly.
Comings and Goings
We spoke in last month’s newsletter about the joy of welcoming Dave Bixby
to be our new curate with his wife, Kat and daughter, Anaiah. Let’ pray for
them as Dave is ordained on 3rd July. Please don’t forget to sign up for the
Welcome lunch on 10th July. If you’re reading online, you can do that here.
You can also pop into the office and let Sam know and she’ll add you to
the sign up.
At the end of June, Sally Eckes will leave her posts of Operations Manager
and Communications Manager. We are glad she is not moving away and
will still be part of our worshipping
community. We are praying for God to bring
us the new Operations Manager he has for
us at this time and for a person with
communications skills to help us with our
media.
We hope that, in the month ahead, you can
enjoy fun and games with God, receiving his
love and care and bringing joy to other
people. Thank you for your partnership in
the Lord’s church in Walton-on-Thames.
Yours,

Cathy and Jonny
……………………………………………………………………………………..
In Memorium
Please pray for the families and friends of those who have died in times
past whose anniversary falls at this time:
Olive Allwood
Revd Tony Carter
Richard Warne

Alan Tubbs
Annie Tubbs
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Holiday Club
15th – 19th AUGUST
This year Holiday Club are going backpacking…
SIGN UP NOW!
www.waltonparish.org.uk/holiday-club
For ages 5 - 11 years - (current reception - year 6) - we
cannot take children currently in nursery due to start
reception September 2022.
……………………………………………………………………………………..
Connections
Saturday 9th July - St Mary’s Hall – 11.30 am – 1.00 pm
Join Vlada, Lu & Wendy for Connections - 2nd Saturday of each month.
No church connection required; everybody is always welcome. This is a
group for the over 50’s, whether retired or not and is a great place to meet
friends, old and new. For more information or if you would like to offer to
help this brilliant ministry contact vlada@waltonparish.org.uk In August
Connections will not meet and will return in September.
……………………………………………………………………………………..
Eco Church
On Saturday 11th June we welcomed people to the churchyard at St Mary’s
as part of the Caring for God’s Acre – Churches Count on Nature Event.
What a lovely afternoon, checking out the beautiful wildflowers and other
hidden gems in our churchyard.
Eco Church is integral to who we are and how we ‘be’ church. It’s not a
one-off project, it’s our future. Please do look at the ideas, resources, and
links we have on the website www.waltonparish.org.uk/eco-church. Most
importantly though we request your prayerful consideration in how you
might play your part in caring for creation. And, keep your eye out for news
of whether we might have achieved our first Eco Award, we’re hoping to
have news very soon!
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A HUGE thank you to Sally Eckes
We are very sad to be losing Sally Eckes as our
Operations Manager and for all the skills she has
brought to her voluntary role as Communications
manager. We wish her well in her new role in the
Communications team at Lambeth Palace.
We want to say a huge thank you to Sally for all
she has brought to these roles. We have
appreciated her strategic wisdom and prophetic
gifting as well as her pastoral heart, shown in the
number of people she is in contact with in our
church.
Sally responded to Gods call to be warden of St John’s in about 2015,
which started a journey in church leadership for her, serving the church of
St John’s and the whole parish through PCC and Standing Committee.
Sally stepped in as Administrator in 2018 and has helped us to define the
much-needed Operations Manager role to cover the growing management
requirements of the parish, taking a load from the Church wardens and
clergy. We are now in a good position to recruit a new Operations Manager
to work alongside Sam Harrison, our Administrator.
Sally has also generously offered her creative gifts to the church, designing
beautiful posters, cards, and online publicity for all our services, ministries,
and events. Often behind the scenes, Sally has helped us to keep on
message and to communicate the message in engaging and attractive
ways on a weekly basis. The message for us all is Jesus, and Sally is
passionate about presenting God’s church in the most positive way
possible.
She will take this passion with her in her work at Lambeth Palace and we
pray that they will be truly blessed by her and she by them. Sally is
thankfully not leaving Walton or the church, so she will continue to be part
of our worshipping community.
So, thank you Sally, on behalf of us all,
Jonny and Cathy
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How Did They Start?
Sylvia Green has written a series looking into the history of several charities
that will be well known to many of us. It’s fascinating to see how many of
these charities were originally set up by Christians, though many no longer
have faith connections today, the work they set about doing clearly
demonstrates how faith has the power to transform lives and to transform
communities.
Preaching the good news in word and action demonstrates that faith is real,
and that faith is more than something confined to a church building. Thank
you Sylvia.
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI)
There were a small number of lifeboats around by 1790, but they were owned by
different people and operated separately. Also, in those early days, there were
nowhere near enough boats to provide an efficient service.
Sir William Hillary, who was originally from a Quaker family in Yorkshire, was a
courageous lifeboatman living in Douglas on the Isle of Man. He saw the need for all
lifeboats to work together and drew up plans for a united service manned by trained
crews. This service would cover the whole coast of Britain.
His plans were eventually adopted, and the National Institution for the Preservation of
Life from Shipwreck was founded in 1824. It was renamed the Royal National Lifeboat
Institution in 1854. The service grew and by 1839 there were 30 lifeboat stations
around Britain. By 1874, 240 stations were in operation around the coasts of Britain
and Ireland. The first lifeboats had to be rowed, but steam-powered boats were
introduced in 1890 and petrol-driven boats in 1909. Inflatables were added in 1963 to
cope with inshore rescue work. Since then, lifeboats have gone on to become faster
and more efficient, fitted with the most up-to-date equipment. Hovercrafts were
introduced in 2002.
Sir William himself took part in the rescue of more than 300 people. He won three gold
medals for gallantry in the Douglas lifeboat, which were awarded by the institution.
To learn more and to find out how the RNLI is helping people today visit their website:
www.rnli.org
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St Mary’s and St John’s Luke – Taking our next steps…

JULY
2022

Services and events

as Jesus’ disciples

Please note: There will be NO services at St John’s from Sun 17th July to Sun 4th September
Please don’t forget you still need to book for the All Age Service

Thurs 30th June

10.30am Midweek Communion

St Mary’s

Sun 3rd July

9.00 am Service with
Communion

St Mary’s

10.15 am All Age Service

St Mary’s Hall

10.30 am Morning Praise

St John’s

6.30 pm Evening Praise

St Mary’s

Thurs 7th July

10.30 am Midweek Communion

St Mary’s

Sat 9th July

11.30 am – 1.00 pm Connections

St Mary’s

9.00 am Service with
Communion

St Mary’s

10.15 am All Age Service

St Mary’s Hall

10.30 am Morning Praise with
Holy Communion

St John’s

6.30 pm Evening Praise

St Mary’s

10.30 am Midweek Communion

St Mary’s

9.00 am Service with
Communion

St Mary’s

10.15 am All Age Service

St Mary’s Hall

6.30 pm Evening Praise

St Mary’s

Thurs 21st July

10.30 am Midweek Communion

St Mary’s

Sun 24th July

9.00 am Service with
Communion

St Mary’s

10.15 am All Age Service

St Mary’s Hall

6.30 pm Evening Praise

St Mary’s

Thurs 28th July

10.30 am Midweek Communion

Glendale

Sun 31st July

9.00 am Service with BCP
Communion

St Mary’s

10.15 am All Age Service

St Mary’s Hall

6.30 pm Evening Praise

St Mary’s

Trinity 3
Ordination at
Guildford
Cathedral

Sun

10th

July

Trinity 4
Welcome lunch
for Dave Bixby

Thurs 14th June
Sun

17th

July

Trinity 5

Trinity 6

Trinity 7

72 Sent On A
Mission Trip
Galatians 6:7-16
Luke 10:1-11; 16-20

Living Lives Worthy
Of our Calling
Col 1:1-14
Luke 10:5-37

Sitting At The Feet
Of God’s Son
Col 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42

Growing In Faith,
Rooted In Prayer
Col 2:6-15
Luke 11:1-13

Living Transformed
Lives
Col 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-20

We're recruiting... Could you be our next OPERATIONS MANAGER?
This important role will provide us with the organisational culture, structure, and
support that will enable our church to continue to grow and develop in these exciting
times. Reading online? Check out the full role description HERE or visit
www.waltonparish.org.uk/vacancies
For
an
informal
chat
contact
jonny@waltonparish.org.uk
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