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Key Information 
 

Clergy:  
Vicars:  Rev Cathy & Rev Jonny Blair (off duty Friday) 01932 917 736 
Assistant Minister: Rev Caroline Merrick (avail Tue, Thu & Fri) 07419 827 739  
Curate: Rev Vlada Rakin vlada@waltonparish.org.uk (off duty Saturday) 
Curate: Rev Dave Bixby dave@waltonparish.org.uk (off duty Friday) 
 
Church Warden: David Henderson, Scott Hay, Janet Todd (St John’s) 
 
Youth Minister: Sarah Dunn (off duty – Friday & Saturday) 
 
Pastoral Assistants: For enquiries of a pastoral nature email 
vicar@waltonparish.org.uk 
 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Katharine Scott  
Wendy Fitch, Louise Turner (Vulnerable adults) 
safeguarding@waltonparish.org.uk 
Safeguarding Administrator: Julia Gorrie (part time flexi hours) 
safeguardingadmin@waltonparish.org.uk 
 
Treasurer: Alastair Duke - treasurer@waltonparish.org.uk 
Assistant Treasurer: Julia Gorrie - assistant-treasurer@waltonparish.org.uk  
 
A full list of Parish Officers can be found on our website. 
 
Information about weddings, funerals and baptisms can also be found on our 
website www.waltonparish.org.uk  

 
Church Office 
Administrator: Sam Harrison 
St Mary's Church Hall,  
Church Street, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 2QS 
 

The office contact hours are  
Closed Monday.  
Open Tuesday - Friday 10.00 am – 12 noon 
 

Telephone - 01932 224238     Email - office@waltonparish.org.uk 
 
 
St Mary’s Church, Church Street, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 2QS 
St John’s Church, 1 The Furrows, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 3JQ 

  

mailto:office@waltonparish.org.uk
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VICARS’ BLOG 
 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
We have been touched by the life of a very special 
person. As a nation, we may not do grief publicly very 
well, but we certainly have in the case of the late Queen. 
More than 250,000 people queued to pay their respects to the Queen, 
lying in state for five days. At its maximum “The queue”, which developed 
it’s own live ‘queue tracker’ on YouTube, Twitter and Facebook, was 10 
miles long. This is another whole level even for British queuing! 
We were among the 29 million people who watched the funeral of Queen 
Elizabeth ll on Monday 19th September. It was broadcast around the 
world and seen by crowds of people gathered at both Westminster 
Abbey, St George’s Chapel, Windsor, and along the routes of the 
procession in between. A moment of history.  
What was it about this woman, who was not born to be Queen, but 
adopted the role as her destiny and privilege, that has engendered such 
praise, admiration and gratitude? Her faith in Jesus Christ has been much 
talked about since her death, because it seems to have given her a solid 
foundation from which to reign. Knowing that she was a servant to a 
higher monarch, the King of Kings. This was extremely well and concisely 
put by the Archbishop of Canterbury in his sermon at Westminster Abbey.  
 

Archbishop Justin Welby was one of the 
Christian leaders to take part in the 
funeral for the Queen at Westminster 
Abbey and, St George’s Chapel, Windsor. 
His sermon is so good that we have 
reproduced the whole thing on page 5. 
Eight minutes of Bible-based, Holy Spirit-
style dynamite! He laid out so clearly the 
Christian hope – faith in eternal life, which 

makes all the difference when we face the finality of death. The readings 
and the text of the sermon are worth a read.  
Bishop Andrew, the Bishop of Guildford, said, “I’m sure I speak for us all 
in recognising this as a deeply significant moment in our national life, and 
one in which the Church has played, and will continue to play, a most 
important role, as we seek to respond to the spiritual hunger that the last 
few days have so clearly revealed.” May we be ready to give a reason for 
the hope we profess as Christians.  
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Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with the Royal family and our 
new King Charles III. We praise our wonderful God in this remarkable 
moment in history. Bless you all and long live the King!  

Cathy and Jonny   
 
Investing in our children 
Fund-raising for a new Children and Families Minister for January 
starts today. Please pick up a leaflet and pass onto friends so  

which will be a Gift Day as well as Get Involved Sunday.  
 
Do you want to know more about how church finances work? A great 
leaflet called “Our Church Finances” has just been printed and is 
available. Please take a look.  
 
Highlights for the month ahead: 
Do have a look through this newsletter with details of how we can all be 
involved in church-based and national events this month.  
October is Black History month.  
St Mary’s church will be open with material to help private prayer during 
Baby Loss Awareness week from 9th – 14th October.  
Harvest is the season for giving thanks to God for his beautiful earth 
which we celebrate in our church and local schools, also supporting the 
Food Bank. Harvest and Climate change Sunday is Sunday 9th 
October. Eco Church in association with the Big Green Week offers a 
Litter pick on Sunday 2nd October. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Big Baptism Day 
Special celebration Sunday 16th October.  
Joint service at 10am in St Mary’s church. An opportunity for 
Baptism and the reaffirmation of Baptismal vows by full immersion. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

We're recruiting... OPERATIONS MANAGER 
This important role will provide us with the organisational culture, structure, and 
support that will enable our church to continue to grow and develop in these 
exciting times. Application deadline has now been extended. 
Please pray for the right person to apply. For more information contact 
Jonny@waltonparish.org.uk 

we can together reach our target of £27,000 by 6th November  

mailto:Jonny@waltonparish.org.uk
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  Sermon by Archbishop Justin Welby for the funeral of Queen Elizabeth ll  
Monday 19th September 2022 
Readings: 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 53-end; John 14:1-6; Psalm 42:1-7 

Come Holy Spirit, fill us with the balm of your healing love. Amen. 

The pattern for many leaders is to be exalted in life and forgotten after death. The 
pattern for all who serve God – famous or obscure, respected or ignored – is that 
death is the door to glory. 

Her Late Majesty famously declared on a 21st birthday broadcast that her whole life 
would be dedicated to serving the Nation and Commonwealth. Rarely has such a 
promise been so well kept! Few leaders receive the outpouring of love that we have 
seen. 

Jesus – who in our reading does not tell his disciples how to follow, but who to follow 
– said: “I am the way, the truth and the life”. Her Late Majesty’s example was not set 
through her position or her ambition, but through whom she followed. I know His 
Majesty shares the same faith and hope in Jesus Christ as his mother; the same sense 
of service and duty. 

In 1953 the Queen began her Coronation with silent prayer, just there at the High 
Altar. Her allegiance to God was given before any person gave allegiance to her. Her 
service to so many people in this nation, the Commonwealth and the world, had its 
foundation in her following Christ – God himself – who said that he “came not to be 
served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  People of loving 
service are rare in any walk of life. Leaders of loving service are still rarer. But in all 
cases, those who serve will be loved and remembered when those who cling to 
power and privileges are long forgotten. 

The grief of this day – felt not only by the late Queen’s family but all round the 
nation, Commonwealth and the world – arises from her abundant life and loving 
service, now gone from us. She was joyful, present to so many, touching a multitude 
of lives. 

We pray especially for all her family, grieving as every family at a funeral - including 
so many families round the world who have themselves lost someone recently - but in 
this family’s case doing so in the brightest spotlight. May God heal their sorrow, may 
the gap left in their lives be marked with memories of joy and life. 

Her Late Majesty’s broadcast during Covid lockdown ended with: “We will meet 
again”, words of hope from a song of Vera Lynn. Christian hope means certain 
expectation of something not yet seen. 

Christ rose from the dead and offers life to all, abundant life now and life with God in 
eternity. As the Christmas carol says “where meek souls will receive him, still the dear 
Christ enters in.” 

We will all face the merciful judgement of God: we can all share the Queen’s hope 
which in life and death inspired her servant leadership. 

Service in life, hope in death. All who follow the Queen’s example, and inspiration of 
trust and faith in God, can with her say: “We will meet again.”               
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Feedback from the Youth Wellbeing Journey 
Sarah Dunn, our Youth Leader says:  
September has seen us finishing the Youth Wellbeing Journey for The Way 
Youth group. This was an interactive course that involved videos and 
discussions about how we look after various aspects of our Wellbeing and why 
God cares about it. Topics discussed included Emotional, Spiritual, Physical, 
Financial and Vocational Wellbeing.  We had 14 young people in attendance – 
a third of these had not attended The Way before, so it has been a fantastic 
course for outreach. Throughout the course we have grown our relationships 
with these young people, all who have felt comfortable to share some of their 
triumphs and struggles. As well as discussing the topics, the course has seen 
some of our young people praying out loud together and for the whole group! 

We have received brilliant feedback from the young people themselves and their 
families. 

“Thank you!! It was amazing. I loved it. Definitely do again!” 
“This Wellbeing Course has been very informative and inspiring” 

“It has been really helpful and encouraging. Made me feel closer to God 
and myself.” 

“It was incredible!!! I loved it!” 
“It was so fun!”  “Fun.”  “Do again!” 

“I have really enjoyed this course and I would like to play more tracker games.” 
“I just wanted to say how much my daughter is enjoying the course and how 

much she is getting out of it.” 
A Huge Thank you to Amy Maddocks, Jill Mills, Russell Nixon, Helen Gaunt and 
Amanda Phillips without whom running this course would not have been 
possible. 
This term, we will be starting the Youth Alpha course. Please pray for us as 
leaders and all our young people, especially that those who have completed 
the Wellbeing Journey will want to join us for Alpha?. 
It is a real privilege to walk alongside these young people – and a lot of fun! 
We do need more volunteers to allow us to continue our Monday and Sunday 
Youth Ministries. If you are interested in finding out more, please contact 
Sarah, sarah@waltonparish.org.uk. Having a conversation does not commit 
you to volunteering! 

mailto:sarah@waltonparish.org.uk
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JOIN US FOR ELMBRIDGE 
‘GREAT BIG GREEN WEEK’ LITTER PICK 

 

SUNDAY 2nd OCTOBER      
2.00- 3.30 p.m. 

‘Litter Picking Amble’ 
Working with the Elmbridge Eco-Hub 

 
How to take part  
Register: contact Janet Todd - email: janet.todd@me.com 
Read: all the important information she sends you 
Meet: at St John’s Church The Furrows at 2.00pm on 2nd October in 
suitable clothes. 
We will work towards St Mary’s Church taking in The George Froude Park enroute  
….and finishing at Elmbridge Community Eco Hub for Tea and Cake! 

It is important for insurance purposes that you register to  
join this activity. Thanks!  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Harvest and Climate  
Sunday 9th October  
9am, 10.15am St Mary’s 
10.30am St John’s 
with Fair Trade Stall 

 
Harvest Supper  
Saturday 8th October 6.30pm at St John’s  
£5 per person, children no charge 
sign up on Church Suite  

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

In Memoriam  
Please pray for the families and friends of those who have died in times past whose 
anniversary falls at this time 
9th Revd Martin Hussey 
19th Ian Marsh 
21st Maurice Tyson 

28th Bob Allison 
28th Alan Howson 

  

mailto:janet.todd@me.com


 
 

 

OCTOBER 
2022 

St Mary’s and St John’s  
Services and events 

Acts: “Stepping out for God” 
Harvest and Giving 

Thurs 29thSept 10.30am Midweek Communion St Mary’s  

Sun 2nd Oct 
Trinity 16 

 

9am Service with Communion  
 

St Mary’s  
 

Stephen – serving and 
sacrifice 
Acts 6:8-15, 7:54-60 
John 12:20-26 

10.15 am All Age Service  
 

St Mary’s 
Hall 

10.30am Morning Praise 
 

St John’s 

6.30pm Evening Praise  St Mary’s 
  

Thurs 6th Oct 10.30am Midweek Communion St Mary’s  

Sat 8th Oct 11.30am – 1pm Connections St Mary’s 
Hall 

 

Sun 9th Oct 
Trinity 17 

Harvest and 
Climate 
Sunday 
 

9am Service with Communion  
 

St Mary’s  
 

God’s good earth 
Gen 1:26-2:17 
Matt 5:1-16 
 

10.15 am All Age Service  
 

St Mary’s 
Hall 

10.30am Holy Communion 
 

St John’s 

6.30pm Evening Praise  St Mary’s 
 

Thurs 13th Oct 10.30am Midweek Communion St John’s  

Sun 16th Oct 
Trinity 18 

 

10am Joint Service with Baptisms 
and Communion  
 

St Mary’s  
 

Philip’s surprising journey  
Acts 8:26-40 
John 3:1-9 

6.30pm Evening Praise  St Mary’s 
 

Thurs 20th Oct 10.30am Midweek Communion St Mary’s  

Sun 23rd Oct 
Trinity 19 

 

9am Service with Communion  St Mary’s  
 

Saul does a 360 degree turn  
Acts 9:1-19 
Matt 7:24-29 10.15 am All Age Service  

 
St Mary’s 
Hall 

10.30am Morning Praise 
 

St John’s 

6.30pm Evening Praise  St Mary’s 
 

Thurs 27th Oct 10.30am Midweek Communion Glendale  

Sun 30th Oct 
4th before Advent 

 

9am BCP Service with 
Communion  

St Mary’s  
 

Preaching Generosity 
Malachi 3: 1 – 12 
2 Cor 8: 7-9 
Luke 12:27-34 
 
 

10.15 am All Age Service  
 

St Mary’s 
Hall 

10.30am Morning Praise 
 

St John’s 

6.30pm Evening Praise  St Mary’s 
 

Thurs 3rd Nov 10.30am Midweek Communion St Mary’s  

Sun 6th Nov 
3rd before Advent 

Gift Day  
Get Involved 
Sunday 

9am Service with Communion  
 

St Mary’s  
 

Partners with God 
1 Tim 6: 6-19 
Luke 18: 18-30 10.15 am All Age Service  

 
St Mary’s 
Hall 

10.30am Morning Praise 
 

St John’s 

6.30pm Evening Praise  St Mary’s  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf-CMxhKjbl7FedoHK3nzBw/?sub_confirmation=1
http://www.waltonparish.org.uk

